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on the peasantry of East Prussia, who remembered
wild tales of the ragged spearmen who had ridden
through their land a hundred years ago. Peasants
and gentry alike fled over the Vistula and brought
to Berlin the news that East Prussia was in the grip
of the enemy.

But when Hindenburg and Ludendorff succeeded
the incompetent Prittwitz the invasion came to a
disastrous end. Hindenburg had been living in
retirement in Hanover, and though nearer seventy
than sixty he was a man of rude health and a body as
hard as a deep-sea fisherman. He was a man, too, of
a rugged strength of character. He and Ludendorff,
who was appointed his Chief of Staff, made a formid-
able combination of personality and mind. Hinden-
burg contrived to force his way between the two
Russian armies and annihilated Samsonov at the
battle of Tannenberg. On the 30th of August the
Russians were in full retreat towards Ortelsburg.

The bulk of Samsonov's force was shut up in a
tract of ground where, between the clumps of wood,
lay treacherous swamps and wide muddy lakes.
The Russian batteries as they retired found their
guns sinking to the axle-trees. The last day of the
battle, 31st August, was an unrelieved disaster for
the Russian army. Samsonov died, but how or
when no man can tell. The Second Russian army
had been five corps strong at the beginning of the
fight. Little more than one complete corps and a
portion of another succeeded in gaining Ortelsburg
and retreating eastward by the line of the frontier
railway. It was a very complete destruction. The
106